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Stop silence Haiti!  

International policy towards Haiti must change!  

In October 2020, the international campaign Stop silence Haiti was launched! Where 
do we stand, eight months later? All the abuses, violence and injustices denounced in 
this appeal have worsened. Poverty has increased, hunger affects more than 4 million 
people, kidnappings – coupled with rapes – have multiplied, and armed gangs have 
further extended their power. Widespread insecurity affects all segments of the 
population, further compromising access to basic social services, including education 
and health.  
 
There has been no judicial progress in the massacres – twelve massacres have been 
recorded since 2018 – and corruption cases, foremost among them, Petrocaribe, while 
new investigations, national and international, confirm the involvement and complicity 
of the power. The assassination of the President of the Port-au-Prince Bar Association, 
Mr. Monferrier Dorval, like so many others, remains unpunished. Violence and 
impunity feed each other, plunging Haiti into a vicious circle.  
 
The deterioration of human rights and living conditions of the population is catalyzed 
by the political crisis. On February 7, 2021, the presidential term of Jovenel Moïse 
ended. But he refused to leave power. He intends to remain at the head of the state 
until a referendum – prohibited by the Constitution – is held at the end of June and 
elections are held in September.  
 
By doing so, and by inventing an attempted coup d’état to justify the retirement of 
three judges of the Court of Cassation – which constitutes (another) unconstitutional 
act – Jovenel Moïse has clearly opted for a strategy of "rotting" and consecrating the 
authoritarianism of his regime. Yet he continues to enjoy the support of the Core 
Group(1), in general, and the United States, in particular.  
 
In recent months and on multiple occasions, peasants and women’s movements, 
unions, young Petrochallengers, churches, human rights NGOs, social organizations, 
the justice and education sectors, and intellectuals have demonstrated en masse to 
demand respect for the Constitution, the departure of Jovenel Moïse, and a transition 
of rupture.  
 
They were able to count on an international mobilization, which was expressed by 
various currents. Thus, since February 7, 2021, the International Trade Union 
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Confederation (ITUC), the Coordination Europe-Haiti (Co-EH), and the International 
Assembly of Peoples, to take only these examples, have taken a stand in support of the 
claims of the Haitian movements.  
 
At the diplomatic level too, the lines are beginning to move. Sixty-eight Democratic 
members of the U.S. Congress have called for a change in Washington’s policy towards 
Haiti. The European Parliament has just passed an emergency resolution(2). While 
refusing to support the referendum and pointing out that "the violence in Haiti is 
closely linked to armed gangs, some of which are supported and financed by the local 
oligarchy," it nonetheless continues to maintain the myth that free and credible 
elections can be organized by the Haitian authorities.  
 
Jovenel Moïse continues his headlong rush, and the international community, in the 
name of the "inclusive national dialogue" and a way out of the crisis through elections, 
is falling into the trap – or even instrumentalizes this trap – of supporting the de facto 
president. A broad national consensus has been forged for months against Jovenel 
Moïse. To call, again and again, for him to fight against violence, impunity and the 
polarization of the country, when he is one of the main perpetrators, is either blind or 
hypocritical.  
 
The conditions are not met for free and democratic elections, nor for a referendum on 
the Constitution. Jovenel Moïse has no legitimacy to organize them. In the current 
situation, where entire neighborhoods are controlled by armed gangs, where electoral 
institutions and mechanisms are manipulated by the government, these elections will 
have no credibility. In any case, they have no other purpose further than to consecrate 
the reproduction of the clique in power and to consecrate impunity, locking the 
country into a new cycle of violence and instability.  
 
Jovenel Moïse is part of the problem, not the solution. Every day that passes with him 
in power is a missed opportunity for democratic change, making the transition more 
complicated and difficult. The international community is not lacking in information 
about what is happening in Haiti; it lacks courage. The courage of acknowledging the 
failure of diplomacy in recent years, if not decades, to confront the United States, to 
uphold human rights and to listen to the claims of Haitians.  
 
Therefore, we demand from governments, international institutions and especially 
the Core Group:  
 

1. To respect the sovereignty of the Haitian people, and to denounce all 

interference.   
 

2. To listen to the actors of Haitian civil society, who have publicly and repeatedly 
spoken out against the holding of a referendum and elections, which, under the 
current conditions, will be neither free nor democratic, and can only be a tragic 

farce, risking the restoration of the dictatorship.   



3. To denounce the illegitimacy of the referendum and the electoral process, as 
well as the lack of conditions for free and democratic elections to be carried 
out with Jovenel Moïse in power.  

  
4. To support a transition process demanded and implemented by Haitians, based 

on the 1987 Constitution.   
 

5. Support the work of Haitian organizations to ensure that those responsible for 
human rights violations – most notably the massacres and the squandering of 

Petrocaribe funds – are brought to justice in a fair and just manner.   
 

6. To review more broadly, with humility and honesty, their policies over the past 
years, and even decades, that have contributed to the current impasse.  

 
 

You are invited to add your organization's signature to the above 
statement by clicking here: http://bit.ly/stopsilencehaiti 
 

 
1 United States, Canada, Germany, Spain, Brazil, France, European Union (EU), Organization of American 

States (OAS) and Special Representative of the UN General Secretary.  

2 European Parliament resolution of 20 May 2021 on the situation in Haiti (2021/2694(RSP)).  
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