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HE Antònio Guterres 
Secretary General  
United Nations 
New York, NY 10017 
 
Dear Mr. Secretary General, 
 
Receive first of all a fraternal embrace and our best wishes for your new administration. 
We take this opportunity to express our desire and willingness, as always, to support 
all efforts of the United Nations in favor of human rights, the rights of peoples and of 
nature, and the right of all women and men everywhere to live in peace. 
 
It is in this sense that we want to express our deep concern for the total lack of justice 
and a compelling and integral response that ensures reparations for the people, 
families and communities who have been the direct victims of the MINUSTAH´s 
catastrophic human rights record in Haiti.  
 
Thousands of women, boys, and girls have been raped or suffered sexual exploitation; 
many of the women abandoned with children for whom paternal responsibility has been 
denied by Mission soldiers. The UN´s own report “A new approach to cholera”, 
acknowledges that the number of deaths due to the introduction of this disease by the 
MINUSTAH is probably three times the official figure of 9,483, as of January 2017. 
 
The impunity of these human rights violations, together with the six long years during 
which the UN denied any responsibility, continues to wreak havoc on the people of 
Haiti. It is, furthermore, an affront to the conscience of humanity that undermines the 
international community's progress in humanitarian protection and seriously 
compromises the credibility and capacity of the UN to act. 
 
Before leaving office, your predecessor made an important public acknowledgment of 
UN responsibility, albeit late and partial. He launched an ambitious program to 
compensate victims, eradicate cholera and achieve safe drinking water and sanitation 
for the 80% of the population of Haiti that today lacks access to this basic human right. 
You have raised even more forcefully the UN´s obligation to assume its duty of 
reparations, and to put an end to the sexual exploitation that is recognized to be 
systemic among so-called peacekeeping missions, and the lack of sanctions. We 
applaud this approach, including recognition of the need to directly involve the victims 
of human rights abuses in the design and implementation of the policies of reparations. 
 
You yourself have denounced, however, in your recent Report on the MINUSTAH, the 
lack of commitments for the required funding. It is urgent to reverse this situation 
wherein, in pursuit of their own interests, a handful of powerful countries encourage the 
creation of so-called peacekeeping missions, the financial costs of which are covered 
through mandatory quotas but reparations for their damages are left to voluntary 
contributions. 
 
Mr. Secretary-General, the people of Haiti have a right to the respect and support of 
the UN and the international community as a whole, in their struggle to secure their 
sovereignty and self-determination and the fulfillment of all their human rights including 
control over the resources that are critical for their survival and buen vivir. That is why 
we applaud the recommendation you have made to end the MINUSTAH. Haiti needs 
cooperation not tutelage, nor much less occupation. 
 
Together with numerous organizations and movements from Haiti, Latin America, the 
Caribbean and elsewhere, we have questioned the role of the MINUSTAH from its very 
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inception, on the understanding that it was never a response to those rights of the 
Haitian people but rather a continuation of the hundred yearlong U.S. occupation. We 
denounced the derisive affirmation year after year that Haiti posed a threat to 
hemispheric security, in order to justify the deployment of a mission that, rather, 
showed itself to be a real danger to the security of the Haitian people. 
 
Now, with the failure of the MINUSTAH evident, in light of the objectives set 
periodically by the Security Council, and setbacks that will take the Haitian people 
years to revert, we denounce that closing down the Mission without making reparations 
for the damages wrought is nothing less than an invitation to worse disasters. 
 
We can only reject, therefore, the proposal to apply the MINUSTAH´s remaining 
budget in order to prolong its closing down over six months, rather than use it to cover 
the priority obligation to redress the Mission´s massive human rights violations. Mr. 
Secretary General, it is urgent and essential that the UN settle this debt to the people 
of Haiti, especially in the context of the serious worsening of the country´s systemic 
crisis. 
 
We urge you to review this proposal and to take all the measures necessary to ensure 
that the United Nations, its member countries and above all those who promoted this 
Mission and have benefited from its actions, make reparations to the people of Haiti, 
the victims themselves, their families and communities, for the damages and human 
rights violations caused by the MINUSTAH. For their sake, as well as that of all the 
peoples who constitute the United Nations and want to see it fulfill its ideals. 
 
We know that the challenges you face are enormous and that these outstanding 
obligations are collective. The whole world is in need of leadership that is capable of 
rising to the circumstances, and we hope and expect from you, in particular, the 
wisdom and courage necessary to advance in this direction. Only by fulfilling the 
organization´s true duties and resolving an important part of the disaster left in Haiti - in 
particular to those people who have been made most vulnerable, will it be possible to 
recover the principles and values that give the UN reason to be and open paths of 
justice and peace. 
 
With a fraternal embrace of Peace and Wellbeing, 
 
 
 
 
 
Adolfo Pérez Esquivel     Jody Williams 
Nobel Peace Laureate 1980    Nobel Peace Laureate 1997 
 
 
 
Betty Williams     Shirin Ebadi               Rigoberta Menchu Tum 
Nobel Peace Laureate 1976 Nobel Peace Laureate 2003 Nobel Peace Laureate 1992
  
 

-Buenos Aires, April 11, 2017 
 

 
 

cc. Permanent Missions of UN Security Council members and troop and police contributing 
countries.  


